
Putting the prevention of violence against 
women into practice







Reinforcing factors – Can increase frequency 
and severity of violence against women, but do 

not themselves drive such violence

• Condoning of violence in general

• Experience of, and exposure to, violence

• Weakening of pro-social behaviour, especially harmful       
use of alcohol

• Socio-economic inequality and discrimination

• ‘Backlash’ factors (increases in violence when male 
dominance, power or status is challenged).









Rigid gender roles and stereotypes about 
masculinity and femininity





Hon. Linda Burney MP

Stella Young,
Comedian, disability & 
women’s rights activist

Dr. Anne Aly MP

Dr. Susan Carland, 
academic, activist and 
political commentator

Yasmin Abdel-Magied, 
Founder of 

Youth Without Borders

Khadija Gbla, 
Director of NoFGM Australia

Photo credit:  Dr Susan Carland – Monash University.  Hon. Linda Burney MP – ABC News. 
Dr Anne Aly MP – SBS News, All other images from Our Watch



Proven and promising techniques 
for primary prevention

Proven techniques – demonstrated reductions in 
future perpetration and/or experience of violence in 
longitudinal evaluations 

Promising techniques – implementation has 
resulted in significant improvements against the 
drivers of violence against women



Direct participation programs

Engage individuals directly to build knowledge and skills for 
equal, respectful non-violent relationships

Bystander Training



Community Mobilisation and Strengthening

Mobilises, supports and builds the capacity of communities 
themselves to address violence against women and the social 

norms that make it acceptable.



Organisational Development

Supports a whole-of-organisation approach to prevent violence 
against women – looking at both internal and external methods 

of promoting gender equality



Communications and social marketing

Uses a range of communication media to raise awareness of 
drivers of violence against women.  There are various positive 

evaluations of the impact of communications and social 
marketing but only when implemented in a sustained way.



Civil society advocacy

Builds collective momentum and encourages governments, 
organisations, corporations and communities to take action to 

prevent violence against women.  Can also include skills training, 
capacity building and leadership programs.



Key Settings for Primary Prevention



Education and Care settings



Sports and Leisure



Faith-based contexts



The Arts



Workplaces



News Media



Health, Family and Community Services



Advertising and Entertainment



Tertiary Education Institutions

Victoria University 
Preventing Violence against 
Women 10 Point Plan



Public Spaces, Transport and Infrastructure



Legal and Justice Contexts



Thank you!
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